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the rule of a bad and unscrupulous monarch. They came
to the conviction that Serbia was neglecting or abandoning
her ideals and tasks because of the bad administration.
The deep conviction that they must save the State and the
Nation brought these people to a wicked deed which they
believed justified by their patriotic duty.34
On the night of June 11, 1903, these patriotic assassins
suddenly forced their way into the palace, murdered the
King and Queen cowering in hiding, shot down the Queen's
brothers in cold blood, and killed several Ministers. One
of the chief leaders in organizing .this brutal palace revolu-
tion was a young army captain, Dragutin Dimitrijevitch,
who received incidentally three bullets which he carried in
his body the rest of his days. Another—the man who
ordered the murder of the Queen's brothers—was a young
lieutenant, Voja Tankositch. These two were the later
leaders of the "Black Hand/' and, as another "patriotic
duty," helped to prepare the Sarajevo plot against the
Austrian Archduke.35
After the tragic night in 1903, which placed Peter I.
Karageorgevitch upon the blood-stained throne of Alex-
ander Obrenovitch, the conspirators who had carried out
the palace revolution remained bound together as a protec-
tion against a possible counter-revolution, and also for the
.sake of personal interests and political advantages. They
met together often and intervened in party politics when-
ever they believed their own interests were concerned. But
when the country regained its balance and the new regime
they had inaugurated seemed to be fairly established, their
organization was no longer needed for safety, and their
interference in politics was resented by the Radicals and
the public. So the military conspirators as an organized
group gradually retired until a new crisis arose.
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